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Letter from President Kulangara & Vice President Skrobala 
 
Dear	  Fordham	  Family,	  
	  
Happy	  New	  Year	  and	  welcome	  to	  the	  Fall	  2014	  Mid-‐Year	  Report!	  
	  
Our	  Senators	  and	  ExecuEve	  Board	  members	  have	  been	  hard	  at	  work	  this	  past	  semester	  
funneling	  student	  concerns	  into	  effecEve	  and	  acEonable	  iniEaEves.	  We	  are	  delighted	  to	  
present	  our	  results	  thus	  far	  to	  you	  in	  this	  report.	  While	  we	  have	  much	  work	  to	  do	  in	  the	  
coming	  months,	  USG	  has	  been	  using	  its	  resources	  to	  address	  the	  concerns	  of	  the	  student	  
body	  in	  a	  number	  of	  different	  ways:	  establishing	  a	  task	  force	  to	  change	  our	  campus	  
culture	  on	  sexual	  assault	  and	  harassment,	  designing	  a	  plaRorm	  to	  accommodate	  
student-‐run	  businesses,	  forming	  an	  external	  commiSee	  to	  pursue	  iniEaEves	  in	  the	  realm	  
of	  campus	  sustainability,	  launching	  a	  series	  of	  “Fordham	  College	  Success	  Stories”	  to	  
showcase	  the	  achievements	  of	  our	  peers	  in	  the	  liberal	  arts,	  and	  much	  more.	  	  
	  
Our	  goal	  on	  USG	  is	  to	  relentlessly	  serve	  our	  campus.	  Every	  acEon	  step	  we	  present	  to	  you	  
in	  these	  following	  pages	  has	  been	  inspired	  by	  your	  concerns	  and	  suggesEons.	  If	  you	  have	  
any	  quesEons	  or	  ideas	  for	  us,	  we	  encourage	  you	  to	  contact	  us	  at	  usgrh@fordham.edu	  or	  
aSend	  one	  of	  our	  public	  meeEngs	  on	  Thursday	  evenings	  at	  6pm	  in	  Rose	  Hill	  Commons	  
237.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  conEnued	  support.	  
	  
Best,	  
Nevin	  and	  Sarah	  
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Overview 
At	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  2014-‐2015	  academic	  year,	  in	  response	  to	  the	  growing	  number	  of	  colleges	  
and	   universiEes	   currently	   under	   invesEgaEon	   for	   the	  mishandling	   of	   incidents	   of	   sexual	   assault,	  
harassment,	  and	   rape	  on	   their	   respecEve	  campuses,	  USG	  voted	   to	  create	  a	  Task	  Force	   to	   review	  
and	   address	   the	   issue	   on	   our	   own	   campus.	   Caroline	   Corwin,	   of	   Women’s	   Empowerment,	   and	  
Nicholas	  Sawicki,	  USG	  Vice	  President	  for	  Fordham	  College	  at	  Rose	  Hill,	  currently	  serve	  as	  co-‐chairs	  
of	  the	  Task	  Force.	  

Goals 
The	   Task	   Force,	   from	   the	   iniEal	   phases,	   has	   sought	   to	   be	   a	   dynamic	   organizaEon	   with	  
representaEon	   from	   a	   variety	   of	   clubs	   on	   campuses.	  Member	   clubs	   include:	   USG,	   PSJ-‐Women’s	  
Empowerment,	  RHA,	  CSA,	  PRIDE,	  CAB,	  Peer	  Educators,	  Student	  AthleEc	  Advisory	  Council,	  and	  Peer	  
Health	  Exchange.	  CollecEvely,	  the	  members	  outlined	  the	  goals	  of	  the	  Task	  Force	  in	  six	  parts,	  being:	  
(1)	  Reduce	  the	  number	  of	  sexual	  assaults	  on	  and	  off	  campus	  and	  encourage	  increased	  reporEng	  of	  
assaults;	   (2)	   Issue	   a	   Report	   analyzing	   the	   areas	   that	   deserve	   greater	   aSenEon	   drawing	   on	  
contemporary	  authoriEes	  and	  staEsEcal	  data;	  (3)	  Improve	  and	  streamline	  the	  process	  of	  reporEng	  
Sexual	  Misconduct;	   (4)	   Increase	   and	   promote	   efforts	   to	   educate	   on	   consent	   culture;	   (5)	   Ensure	  
consistency	  in	  materials,	  i.e.	  brochures,	  pamphlets,	  etc.,	  across	  mediums,	  either	  print	  or	  electronic;	  
(6)	  Analyze	  and	  ensure	  proper	  procedures	  for	  the	  care	  of	  survivors.	  

Programming	  	  
The	  task	  force’s	  programming	  this	  past	  semester	  included:	  
• A	   speak-‐out/vigil	   event	   during	   which	   students	   were	   encouraged	   to	   ‘Carry	   the	   Weight’	   of	   a	  
maSress	   or	   a	   pillow	   as	   a	   sign	   of	   solidarity	   and	   for	   survivors	   and	   allies	   to	   publicly	   share	   their	  
experiences	  	  
• A	  Q&A	  session	  with	  Mr.	  Christopher	  Rodgers,	  the	  Dean	  of	  Students	  at	  Rose	  Hill,	  and	  Ms.	  Kimberly	  
Russell,	  Assistant	  Dean	  of	  Students	  and	  Director	  of	  ResidenEal	  Life	  at	  Fordham	  Rose	  Hill,	  regarding	  
the	   training	   of	   Campus	   Security	   AuthoriEes	   on	   the	   judicial	   procedures	   and	   precauEons	   taken	   in	  
cases	  of	  Sexual	  Assault	  
• A	  workshop	  on	  the	  promoEon	  of	  Consent	  Culture	  
• A	  video	  with	  a	  number	  of	  administrators,	  faculty,	  and	  students	  calling	  on	  the	  Fordham	  community	  
to	  ‘Stand	  Up	  Against	  Sexual	  Assault’	  is	  being	  edited	  and	  finalized	  for	  release	  in	  the	  coming	  month	  
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 Student Concern 

Student Access to Fitness Space 
Students	  arrived	  to	  campus	  this	  fall	  with	  one	  less	  fitness	  center	  than	  they	  had	  in	  the	  spring.	  With	  
the	  closing	  of	  the	  Lombardi	  fitness	  space	  over	  the	  summer,	  many	  were	  concerned	  that	  the	  Ram	  
Fit	  Center	  did	  not	  have	  the	  space	  or	  resources	  to	  serve	  the	  enEre	  Fordham	  community,	  especially	  
when	   it	  came	  to	   free	  weights.	   In	  response	  to	  these	  concerns,	  USG	   invited	  Assistant	  Director	  of	  
AthleEcs:	  Club	  Sports	  and	  RecreaEon,	  Michael	  Roberts,	  to	  its	  Senate	  meeEng	  on	  September	  25th,	  
2014.	  Mr.	  Roberts	  shared	  with	  USG	  the	  plans	  to	  open	  a	  new	  free	  weights	  area	  in	  the	  Lombardi	  
Center	   (above	   the	   squash	   courts)	   in	   mid-‐October.	   Due	   to	   delays	   in	   building	   the	   custom	  
equipment,	  the	  space	  is	  now	  projected	  to	  open	  in	  January	  2015.	  	  

Public Safety 
Harrison	  Pidgeon,	  VP	  of	  Health	  &	  Security,	  brought	  to	  Mr.	  John	  Carroll,	  Associate	  Vice	  President	  
for	   Safety	   and	   Security,	   the	   concern	   that	   the	   off-‐campus	   security	   shuSles	   do	   not	   circle	   the	  
Belmont	   Community	   every	   half	   an	   hour,	   but	   instead	   wait	   at	   the	   Finlay	   Gate.	   Mr.	   Carroll	   has	  
assured	  VP	  Pidgeon	  that	  this	  concern	  will	  be	  addressed	  and	  the	  shuSles	  will	  begin	  driving	  around	  
the	   BCH	   Residence	   Halls.	   AddiEonally,	   students	   raised	   concerns	   about	   non-‐Fordham	   related	  
violence	  in	  the	  Belmont	  community	  that	  was	  not	  menEoned	  in	  security	  alerts.	  Mr.	  Carroll	  assured	  
students	  that	  Public	  Safety	  reports	  all	  required	  and	  relevant	  crimes	  to	  the	  Fordham	  community,	  
but	   does	   not	   have	   access	   to	   all	   non-‐Fordham	  off-‐campus	   incidents,	   as	   they	   are	  within	  NYPD’s	  
jurisdicEon.	  However,	  students	  do	  have	  access	  to	  the	  NYPD	  bloSers.	  	  

Smoking Policy 
Senator	   KaEe	   Peachman	   (FCRH	   ’15)	   noEced	   that	   the	   current	   smoking	   policy	   is	   not	   adequately	  
enforced.	   Aper	   conducEng	   research,	   she	   observed	   that	   several	   universiEes	   across	   the	   country	  
have	  become	  “smoke-‐free.”	  Understanding	  the	  challenges	  of	  making	  our	  campus	  enErely	  smoke-‐
free,	   Senator	   Peachman	   is	   proposing	   designated	   smoking	   areas.	   Senator	   Peachman	   will	   be	  
administering	  a	  survey	  that	  she	  created	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  Fall	  2015	  semester	  to	  determine	  
if	  a	  change	  in	  the	  current	  smoking	  policy	  is	  necessary.	  

Water Bottle Refill Stations 
Senators	  Peter	  Vergara	  (FCRH	  ’18)	  and	  Kayla	  Straub	  (FCRH	  ’18)	  were	  concerned	  with	  the	  lack	  of	  
water	   boSle	   refill	   staEons	   around	   campus.	   Along	   with	   the	   Sustainability	   Sub-‐CommiSee,	  
Senators	   Vergara	   and	   Straub	   presented	   this	   iniEaEve	   to	   the	   Sustainability	   Council	   and	   have	  
begun	  discussions	  with	  administrators	  about	   improving	  outdated	  water	  fountains	  and	   installing	  
water	  boSle	  refill	  staEons	  at	  key	  points	  on	  campus.	  The	  hope	  is	  that	  these	  addiEonal	  staEons	  will	  
encourage	  students	  to	  use	  refillable	  water	  boSles	  over	  plasEc	  water	  boSles.  
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Fordham Student Holdings 
President	   Kulangara’s	  main	   iniEaEve	   for	   this	   past	   semester	   has	   been	   the	   establishment	   of	   an	  
official	   club	   at	   Fordham	   named	   Fordham	   Student	   Holdings	   (FSH).	   This	   club	   would	   serve	   as	   a	  
plaRorm	  for	  student-‐run	  businesses	  at	  the	  Rose	  Hill	  Campus	  and	  give	  student	  entrepreneurs	  the	  
resources	  and	  experience	  they	  need	  to	  thrive.	  President	  Kulangara	  has	  worked	  closely	  with	  Dean	  
Rodgers	  (Dean	  of	  Students),	  Dean	  Russell	  (Director	  of	  ResidenEal	  Life),	  and	  a	  number	  of	  peers	  to	  
drap	  a	  ConsEtuEon	  for	  this	  unprecedented	  club.	  The	  USG	  members	  working	  on	  FSH	  hope	  that	  its	  
first	  business,	  an	  air	  maSress	  rental	  company,	  will	  debut	  in	  Fall	  2015.	  	  

Therapy Dogs 
	  Senator	  TJ	  Strazzeri	  (GSB	  ’18),	  VP	  of	  Student	  Life	  Ashley	  Domagola,	  and	  Senator	  ChrisEne	  Phelan	  
(GSB	   ’18)	   have	   begun	   researching	   the	   benefits	   of	   bringing	   licensed	   therapy	   dogs	   to	   campus.	  
Licensed	  therapy	  dogs	  could	  provide	  a	  posiEve	  stress	  relief	  for	  students	  during	  finals	  week.	  Aper	  
conducEng	  research	  and	  finding	  that	  several	  other	  universiEes	  bring	  therapy	  dogs	  to	  campus,	  the	  
USG	  members	  began	  contacEng	  the	  Good	  Dog	  FoundaEon,	  with	  the	  hopes	  that	  licensed	  therapy	  
dogs	  can	  begin	  coming	  to	  campus	  during	  finals	  week	  of	  Spring	  2015.	  

Soccer Channels 
Senator	  Peter	  Vergara	  (FCRH	  ’18),	  with	  Commuter	  Assistant	  Andrew	  SanEs,	  co-‐hosted	  a	  “Soccer	  
Viewing	  Event”	  to	  screen	  the	  Manchester	  City	  v.	  Bayern	  game.	  During	  this	  event,	  Senator	  Vergara	  
began	  distribuEng	  a	   survey	   to	  gauge	   student	   interest	   in	  having	  Fordham’s	  TV	  network	  provide	  
soccer	   channels.	   Based	   on	   student	   interest	   in	   soccer	   channels,	   Senator	   Vergara	   has	   begun	  
researching	  pricing	  opEons	  for	  soccer	  channel	  packages,	  with	  the	  hopes	  of	  adding	  these	  channels	  
by	  mid-‐February	  in	  order	  to	  show	  the	  Champions	  League	  final	  game.	  	  

Gubernatorial Debate 
Senators	  Thomas	  Samuelson	  (FCRH	  ’16),	  Thomas	  Roemer	  (GSB	  ’16),	  and	  Evan	  Swager	  (GSB	  ’16)	  
worked	   Erelessly	   during	   Summer	   2014	   into	   October	   2014	   to	   push	   for	   incumbent	   Governor	  
Andrew	  Cuomo	   (Democrat)	  and	  Rob	  Astorino	   (Republican)	   to	  debate	  at	  Fordham	  University	  as	  
candidates	  for	  the	  New	  York	  Gubernatorial	  race.	  Both	  candidates	  aSended	  Fordham	  University	  in	  
their	  undergraduate	  careers.	  Only	  Candidate	  Astorino	  agreed	  to	  a	  debate	  at	  Fordham,	  ulEmately	  
prevenEng	  the	  debate	  from	  occurring.	  However,	  these	  USG	  members	  were	  interviewed	  by	  a	  CNN	  
affiliate	  about	  their	  work	  and	  were	  able	  to	  bring	  posiEve	  press	  to	  the	  University.	  
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Individual Recycling Bins  
The	  recycling	  bin	   iniEaEve	  that	  the	  USG	  Sustainability	  CommiSee	  began	  in	  the	  Spring	  of	  2014	  
was	   implemented	   at	   the	   beginning	   of	   this	   semester.	   All	   residence	   hall	   rooms,	   suites,	   and	  
apartments,	  with	  the	  excepEon	  of	  Martyr’s	  Court	  and	  Fordham	  off-‐campus	  housing,	  now	  have	  
individual	  recycling	  bins.	  The	  goal	  of	  the	  program	  is	  to	  increase	  the	  recycling	  rate	  on	  campus	  by	  
providing	  students	  with	  an	  in-‐room	  recycling	  opEon.	  	  	  

Recycling Bin Survey 
The	   USG	   Sustainability	   Sub-‐CommiSee	   conducted	   a	   broad	   survey	   of	   recycling	   on	   campus.	   It	  
inspected	  all	  recycling	  areas	  on	  campus	  for	  proper	  recycling	  pracEces	  and	  signage.	  AddiEonally,	  
by	  idenEfying	  all	  areas	  with	  recycling	  on	  campus,	  the	  members	  of	  the	  sub-‐commiSee	  were	  able	  
to	   idenEfy	   specific	   recycling	   needs	   and	   concerns	   on	   campus.	   The	   sub-‐commiSee	   presented	  
these	   needs	   to	   the	   Sustainability	   Council,	   and	   has	   since	   collaborated	   with	   administrators	   to	  
improve	  signage,	  pracEce	  proper	  recycling,	  and	  increase	  access	  to	  recycling	  bins	  on	  campus.	  	  

Guide to Campus Sustainability  
The	  USG	  Sustainability	  Sub-‐CommiSee	  is	  in	  the	  process	  of	  compleEng	  a	  “How	  to	  be	  Sustainable	  
on	   Campus”	   guide	   for	   members	   of	   the	   Fordham	   community.	   The	   guide	   provides	   a	  
comprehensive	  walk-‐through	  of	   recycling	   resources	   on	   campus	   and	  Eps	   for	   proper	   recycling.	  
Furthermore,	   it	   explains	   other	   pracEces	   that	   decrease	   an	   individual’s	   environmental	   impact.	  
SuggesEons	   range	   from	   face	  wash	   product	   recommendaEons	   to	   the	   best	   sesngs	   to	   use	   for	  
your	   laptop.	   The	   CommiSee	   hopes	   to	   begin	   online	   distribuEon	   of	   the	   guide	   by	   the	   end	   of	  
January.	  	  

Sustainability Outreach 
The	   USG	   Sustainability	   CommiSee	   has	   launched	   its	   online	   presence	   through	   the	   Sustainable	  
Fordham	  Facebook	  Page.	  The	  page	  received	  over	  200	  likes	  in	  the	  first	  48	  hours,	  and	  is	  used	  to	  
post	   relevant	   arEcles	   about	   sustainability.	   The	   commiSee	   also	   created	   an	   email	   account	   for	  
members	   of	   the	   University	   community	   to	   send	   concerns	   about	   sustainability	   on	   campus.	  
AddiEonally,	  the	  CommiSee	  tabled	  in	  McGinley	  in	  order	  to	  foster	  an	  understanding	  of	  proper	  
recycling	  on	  campus.	  While	  tabling,	  the	  CommiSee	  took	  a	  series	  of	  video	  snippets	  that	  will	  be	  
used	  in	  a	  campus-‐wide	  video	  campaign	  that	  will	  launch	  in	  the	  spring	  semester.	  The	  commiSee	  
spent	  much	  of	   the	   semester	  planning	   the	  University’s	  first	   Sustainability	  Week,	  which	  will	  be	  
held	   from	  March	  8th-‐14th	  as	  a	  collaboraEon	  between	  University	  departments,	  administraEve	  
groups,	  and	  various	  student	  organizaEons.	  	  
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Club Lib  
USG	  co-‐sponsored	  and	  took	  part	  in	  organizing	  #ClubLib	  for	  the	  third	  year	  in	  a	  row.	  The	  ExecuEve	  
Ticket	   represented	   USG	   in	   the	   planning	   meeEngs	   for	   the	   event.	   This	   year	   the	   event	   was	  
collaborated	   by	   Campus	   AcEviEes	   Board,	   CommuEng	   Students	   AssociaEon,	   Residence	   Halls	  
AssociaEon,	   United	   Student	   Government,	   Peer	   Educators,	   and	   Fordham	   Dining.	   Over	   1,100	  
students	  aSended	  the	  Friday	  night	  dance	  on	  the	  Walsh	  Library	  Lawn	  during	  Welcome	  Week.	  The	  
event	  was	  free	  to	  all	  undergraduate	  students	  and	  proved	  to	  be	  a	  great,	  alcohol-‐alternaEve	  event	  
to	  begin	  the	  semester.	  	  

Co-Sponsorships 
During	   the	   Fall	   2014	   semester,	   USG	   co-‐sponsored	   a	   variety	   of	   official	   and	   unofficial	   student	  
organizaEons.	  USG	  co-‐sponsored	  the	  following	  organizaEons	  this	  past	  semester:	  Flash	  Magazine,	  
CompuEng	  Sciences	  Society,	  Smart	  Girls	  Fordham,	  and	  Jewish	  Student	  OrganizaEon.	  
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Early Registration 
Members	   of	   the	   FCRH	   Dean’s	   Council	   have	   been	   working	   diligently	   to	   crap	   a	   proposal	   for	   an	  
early-‐registraEon	   process	   for	   students	   who	   are	   in	   the	   Honors	   Sciences.	   The	   proposal	   is	   near	  
compleEon	  and	  should	  be	  brought	  to	  the	  College	  Council	  by	  March.	  	  

Advising Program 
In	  the	  second	  semester,	  the	  Council	  will	  be	  acEvely	  engaging	  with	  various	  members	  of	  the	  Dean's	  
Office	  to	  clarify	  and	  streamline	  areas	  of	  the	  advising	  program.	  Currently,	  the	  goals	  of	  the	  Council	  
in	  respect	  to	  the	  advising	  program	  include:	  The	  creaEon	  of	  a	  flow	  chart	  that	  would	  break	  down	  
the	  registraEon	  process,	  a	  how-‐to	  guide	  for	  removing	  holds	  on	  one’s	  account,	  and	  the	  creaEon	  of	  
noEces	  as	  to	  when	  a	  student’s	  advisor	  has	  changed.	  	  

FCRH Town Hall 
In	  November,	  the	  Council	  hosted	  a	  Town	  Hall	  to	  discuss	  the	  search	  for	  a	  new	  Dean	  of	  Fordham	  
College	   at	   Rose	  Hill	  with	  Dean	   James	  Hennessy,	   the	  Chair	   of	   the	   Search	  CommiSee,	   and	  Dean	  
John	  Harrington,	   Interim	  Dean	  of	  FCRH.	  The	  second	  porEon	  of	   the	  Town	  Hall	   focused	  on	  Study	  
Abroad	  programs.	  Dean’s	  Council	  is	  seeking	  to	  host	  at	  least	  two	  more	  Town	  Halls	  this	  semester.	  

Ad Hoc Committee for Internships 
With	  the	  cooperaEon	  of	  Dean	  Harrington,	  the	  Council	  successfully	  lobbied	  for	  the	  creaEon	  of	  an	  
Ad	  Hoc	  CommiSee	  on	  Internships	  within	  the	  College	  Council.	  The	  CommiSee,	  comprising	  of	  three	  
students,	  three	  faculty	  members,	  and	  Dean	  Harrington,	  is	  developing	  goals	  to	  be	  accomplished	  by	  
the	  end	  of	  the	  semester	  to	  address	  internship	  concerns,	  including	  fees,	  availability,	  and	  reporEng.	  	  

International Students 
Seeking	  to	  form	  a	  beSer	  environment	  for	  the	  internaEonal	  community,	  Dean's	  Council	  is	  looking	  
into	  coordinaEng	  with	  a	  number	  of	  cultural	  groups	  on	  campus	  to	  welcome	  internaEonal	  students	  
while,	  at	  the	  same	  Eme,	  working	  with	  a	  number	  of	  University	  departments	  to	  beSer	  prepare	  our	  
students	  prior	   to	   their	   study	  abroad	  experiences.	  Preliminary	  work	  on	   these	  developments	  has	  
begun	  and	  the	  Council	  hopes	  that	  the	  program	  is	  implemented	  in	  the	  Fall	  of	  2015.	  	  

Fordham College Success Stories 
Senator	  KaEe	  Peachman	  (FCRH	  ’15)	  sought	  to	  create	  an	  outlet	  for	  FCRH	  students	  to	  share	  their	  
successes	   with	   jobs,	   internships,	   research,	   etc.	   The	   Fordham	   College	   Success	   Stories	   were	  
inspired	  by	   the	  Gabelli	   Success	  Stories	   that	  appear	  on	  TV	  screens	  on	  campus.	  With	   the	  help	  of	  
Dean	  Harrington,	  Senator	  Peachman	  was	  able	  to	  collect	  submissions	  that	  are	  now	  on	  display.	  
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Town Hall with Dean Rapaccioli 
The	  Gabelli	  School	  of	  Business	  hosted	   its	  annual	  Town	  Hall	  with	  Dean	  Rapaccioli	  on	  September	  
16,	   2014.	   Planned	   and	   marketed	   by	   Dean’s	   Council	   members,	   this	   event	   was	   a	   wonderful	  
opportunity	  for	  GSB	  students	  to	  hear	  the	  latest	  news	  about	  the	  business	  school.	  

Hughes Hall Hours 
Opened	   in	   Fall	   2012,	   Hughes	   Hall	   has	   become	   a	   popular	   space	   on	   campus	   for	   studying	   and	  
working	  on	  group	  assignments.	  Specifically	  ciEng	  the	  unique	  resources	  of	  the	  trading	  room	  and	  
the	  convenient	  meeEng	  spaces,	  many	  students	  have	  long	  been	  asking	  for	  an	  extension	  of	  Hughes	  
Hall’s	   hours.	   Working	   with	   Dean	   Rapaccioli	   and	   the	   Office	   of	   Public	   Safety,	   VP	   of	   GSB,	   Kosta	  
Demopoulos	  (GSB’15),	  has	  been	  looking	  to	  help	  implement	  a	  system	  whereby	  students	  serve	  as	  
building	   managers	   for	   Hughes	   on	   weekends.	   Such	   a	   program	   would	   make	   it	   possible	   for	   the	  
business	  school	  to	  keep	  Hughes	  Hall	  open	  on	  Sundays	  and	  potenEally	  extend	  weekday	  hours	  as	  
well.	   VP	   Demopoulos	   hopes	   that	   a	   beta	   phase	   of	   this	   student	   building	  manager	   program	   can	  
begin	  this	  coming	  semester.	  

Students on Curriculum Committees 
The	   Undergraduate	   Curriculum	   CommiSee	   and	   the	   Core	   Steering	   CommiSee	   are	   two	   bodies	  
made	   up	   of	   faculty	  members	   and	   administrators	   that	   are	   responsible	   for	   the	   formulaEon	   and	  
evaluaEon	  of	  the	  University	  curricula.	  Specifically,	  the	  Core	  Steering	  CommiSee	  reviews	  the	  GSB	  
Integrated	  Core,	  the	  business	  core	  whose	  unifying	  “Integrated	  Projects”	  is	  unique	  to	  the	  Gabelli	  
School	  of	  Business.	  VP	  Demopoulos,	  acknowledging	  the	  importance	  of	  these	  two	  commiSees,	  has	  
been	  working	  to	  appoint	  a	  student	  to	  each	  of	  these	  bodies.	  Aper	  selecEng	  two	  students	  from	  the	  
Dean’s	  Council	  to	  fulfill	  these	  roles,	  VP	  Demopoulos	  hopes	  that	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  students	  will	  be	  
beSer	  accounted	  for	  in	  future	  decisions	  made	  by	  these	  commiSees.	  

Holiday Post Cards 
In	   order	   to	   encourage	   prospecEve,	   early-‐admiSed	   students	   to	   consider	   the	   Gabelli	   School	   of	  
Business	  as	   their	  place	  of	  higher	  educaEon,	  VP	  Demopoulos	  created	  “Holiday	  Postcards”	  which	  
were	   personalized	   by	   Dean’s	   Council	   members	   and	   sent	   out	   to	   the	   early-‐admiSed	   students	  
before	  Winter	  Break.	  	  
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Budget Committee 
The	   Budget	   CommiSee	   allocated	   $3,252.11	   to	   clubs	   during	   the	   Fall	   2014	   semester.	   AddiEonally,	   the	  
CommiSee,	  along	  with	  the	  Student	  Life	  Council,	  approved	  an	  increased	  referendum	  amount	  of	  $15,000,	  
totaling	   $25,000,	   for	   Fordham	   University	   Emergency	   Medical	   Services	   (FUEMS).	   This	   increased	  
referendum	  amount	  will	  take	  effect	  in	  the	  Spring	  2015	  semester.	  On	  Budget	  Day	  for	  Spring	  2015,	  a	  total	  
of	  77	  clubs	  were	  allocated	  $413,872.07,	  fulfilling	  55%	  of	  total	  club	  requests.	  

Rules and Guidelines Revision 
The	  Budget	  CommiSee	  began	  the	  semester	  with	  two	  main	  goals	  for	  the	  2014-‐2015	  academic	  
school	  year:	  (1)	  to	  finalize	  the	  Student	  Handbook	  as	  it	  pertains	  to	  the	  CommiSee,	  and	  (2)	  to	  
establish	  a	  process	  of	  referendum	  club	  review.	  VP	  of	  Finance,	  Kara	  Norton,	  and	  the	  CommiSee	  
dedicated	  the	  first	  semester	  to	  addressing	  concerns	  with	  the	  Student	  Handbook.	  At	  this	  Eme,	  the	  
CommiSee	  has	  presented	  a	  drap	  to	  USG,	  the	  Student	  Life	  Council,	  and	  a	  variety	  of	  club	  leaders.	  
The	  CommiSee	  will	  be	  submisng	  the	  drap	  to	  these	  commiSees	  for	  final	  approval	  at	  the	  
beginning	  of	  the	  Spring	  2015	  semester.	  
	  
	  

Operations Committee 
This	   semester,	   the	  OperaEons	   CommiSee	   restructured	   the	  manner	   in	  which	   the	   CommiSee	   approves	  
clubs.	   Previously,	   a	   liaison	  would	  work	  with	   a	   perspecEve	   club	   and	   each	  week,	   the	  whole	   CommiSee	  
would	   make	   edits	   to	   the	   club’s	   consEtuEon.	   Now,	   a	   liaison	   works	   solely	   with	   the	   club	   to	   create	   the	  
consEtuEon,	   and	   the	   document	   does	   not	   appear	   before	   the	   whole	   CommiSee	   unEl	   it	   is	   ready	   for	  
approval.	  VP	  of	  OperaEons,	  David	  Araoz,	  has	  stated	  that	  this	  is	  now	  a	  more	  proficient	  process,	  which	  is	  
evident	  based	  on	  the	  10	  clubs	  that	  have	  been	  approved	  by	  USG,	   including:	  Slainte	   Irish	  Dance,	  Gamers	  
United,	  Pet	  Advocacy	  for	  Underprivileged	  Survivors,	  Images,	  Social	  Enterprises	  Club,	  AcEve	  Minds,	  Model	  
UN,	  Up	  ‘Til	  Dawn,	  Russian	  Forum,	  and	  Psychology	  Club.	  AddiEonally,	  there	  are	  24	  other	  groups	  that	  are	  in	  
various	  stages	  of	  the	  club	  approval	  process.	  

Club Fair and Club Leader Social 
VP	  Araoz	  began	  the	  Fall	  semester	  by	  organizing	  the	  Fall	  2014	  Club	  Fair	  and	  the	  Club	  Leader	  Social,	  
both	  of	  which	  occurred	  on	  Wednesday,	  September	  3rd.	  The	  Club	  Fair	  was	  aSended	  by	  120	  clubs	  
and	  organizaEons	  and	  was	  held	  from	  3-‐5	  PM.	  The	  Club	  Leader	  Social	  began	  directly	  aperwards.	  
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9/11 
This	  year,	  USG	  and	  Campus	  Ministry	  once	  again	  coordinated	  the	  annual	  9/11	  memorial	  vigil.	  The	  
vigil	  included	  a	  candle-‐lit	  procession	  from	  the	  McGinley	  Center	  to	  the	  9/11	  memorial	  in	  Finlay	  
Garden.	  The	  program	  included	  prayers	  from	  various	  faiths,	  music	  on	  the	  bagpipes,	  the	  University	  
Choir,	  and	  a	  reading	  of	  the	  Fordham	  community	  members’	  names	  whose	  lives	  were	  lost	  on	  9/11.  

Festivus Fordhamensis 
FesEvus	  Fordhamensis	  is	  an	  annual	  event	  organized	  by	  the	  VP	  of	  Student	  Life,	  Ashley	  Domagola	  
(FCRH	  ‘16),	  that	  occurs	  the	  week	  leading	  up	  to	  Fordham	  Football’s	  Homecoming	  game.	  This	  year’s	  t-‐
shirts	  featured	  the	  iconic	  ram	  statue	  that	  faces	  KeaEng	  Hall.	  	  The	  Club	  Performance	  Showcase	  took	  
place	  the	  Wednesday	  of	  FesEvus	  and	  added	  new	  clubs	  to	  the	  lineup	  this	  year—The	  Hot	  Notes	  and	  
Slainte,	  Fordham’s	  new	  Irish	  Dance	  Group.	  	  Maroon	  Zone	  is	  The	  Fest’s	  annual	  pep-‐rally;	  the	  event	  is	  
an	  opportunity	  for	  collaboraEon	  between	  AthleEcs,	  Fordham	  FanaEcs,	  and	  United	  Student	  
Government.	  This	  year’s	  event	  was	  hosted	  under	  the	  football	  stadium	  bleachers	  and	  was	  aSended	  
by	  over	  400	  students.	  WFUV	  hosted	  the	  event,	  which	  included	  a	  dance	  compeEEon,	  trivia	  contest,	  
performance	  by	  the	  Fordham	  Cheerleaders,	  and	  address	  by	  Coach	  Moorehead.   

Gaudete Sunday 
Gaudete	  Sunday,	  lovingly	  referred	  to	  as	  “Father	  Phil’s	  Christmas”,	  is	  an	  annual	  event	  shared	  by	  USG	  
and	  Campus	  Ministry	  on	  the	  third	  Sunday	  of	  advent.	  This	  year,	  USG	  members	  parEcipated	  in	  the	  
candle-‐lit	  mass.	  Aperwards,	  hundreds	  of	  students	  gathered	  outside	  the	  University	  Church	  as	  Father	  
McShane	  shared	  a	  blessing	  and	  lit	  the	  USG	  tree.	  Students	  were	  led	  to	  Bepler	  Commons	  where	  they	  
were	  greeted	  with	  fesEve	  music	  played	  by	  the	  Hot	  Notes	  and	  Monsignor	  Quinn,	  a	  holiday	  cookie	  
spread,	  and	  Christmas	  decoraEons	  to	  give	  the	  ballroom	  a	  home	  for	  the	  holidays	  feel.	  	  

McGinley Center Art Gallery 
This	  semester,	  the	  House	  CommiSee	  revived	  the	  art	  gallery	  on	  the	  second	  floor	  of	  McGinley.	  	  The	  
gallery	  is	  themed	  “Fall	  	  In	  Love	  With	  Fordham”,	  and	  showcases	  images	  of	  Fordham	  through	  the	  
seasons.	  	  The	  commiSee	  selected	  13	  pieces	  to	  be	  displayed	  in	  the	  gallery	  throughout	  the	  spring.	  

House Committee Proposal 
Following	  the	  guidelines	  set	  forth	  by	  the	  Report	  on	  Free	  Speech	  and	  Expression,	  the	  House	  
CommiSee	  has	  worked	  to	  develop	  	  a	  protocol	  to	  follow	  when	  a	  club	  comes	  forward	  with	  a	  concern.	  	  
The	  document	  was	  originally	  developed	  by	  VP	  of	  Student	  Life	  Emily	  RochoSe;	  VP	  Domagola	  brought	  
the	  document	  to	  the	  House	  CommiSee	  to	  review	  as	  well	  as	  the	  USG	  senate.	  The	  document	  will	  be	  
reviewed	  again	  with	  various	  administrators	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  Spring	  semester.	  	  	  
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New Website 
Over	   the	   summer,	   President	   Kulangara	   and	   Senator	   Evan	   Swager	   designed	   a	   new	  website	   for	  
USG,	  which	  launched	  in	  September	  at	  the	  address	  usgrh.net.	  The	  new	  website	  features	  a	  more	  
modern	   design	   and	   will	   be	   debuEng	   helpful	   resources	   for	   students	   in	   the	   coming	   months,	  
including	  a	  guide	  to	  the	  Student	  AcEviEes	  Fee	  and	  a	  list	  of	  current	  and	  past	  USG	  iniEaEves.	  

Liaison Positions 
In	  spring	  2014,	  USG	  passed	  an	  amendment	  to	  the	  ConsEtuEon	  that	  created	   liaison	  roles	  within	  
the	   Senate.	   Senators	   who	   are	   appointed	   liaisons	   are	   responsible	   for	   pursuing	   iniEaEves	   in	   a	  
specific	  area.	  For	   the	  2014-‐2015	   term,	  Senator	  KaEe	  Peachman	  serves	  as	   the	   liaison	   for	  dining	  
services,	   Senator	   Anisah	   Assim	   serves	   as	   the	   senator	   for	   sustainability,	   Senator	   Carter	   Frazee	  
serves	   as	   the	   liaison	   for	   diversity,	   and	   Senator	   Charlie	   Summer	   serves	   as	   the	   liaison	   for	  
community	  outreach.	   

Freshmen Elections 
In	   September,	   8	   candidates	   ran	   for	   the	   5	   open	   2018	   senator	   seats.	   The	   ElecEon	   Commission,	  
chaired	   by	   Domenick	   Lasorsa	   (FCRH’15),	   held	   a	   “meet	   the	   candidates”	   night	   on	   the	  McGinley	  
Lawn	  and	  oversaw	  voEng	  staEons	  in	  the	  McGinley	  Center	  lobby	  during	  elecEons.	  	  

Fall Retreat 
USG	  had	  its	  Fall	  2014	  retreat	  at	  Clearpool	  Retreat	  Center	  in	  Carmel,	  NY	  immediately	  following	  the	  
elecEon	  of	  the	  Freshmen	  class	  council.	  The	  retreat	  was	  organized	  to	  be	  a	  Eme	  for	  USG	  members	  
to	   learn	  more	   about	   how	  our	   organizaEon	   looks	   to	  make	   a	   posiEve	   impact	   on	   undergraduate	  
students’	  experiences	  at	  Fordham	  while	  also	  gesng	   to	  know	  one	  another.	  The	   sessions	  at	   the	  
retreat	   included:	   dinner	   with	   Dean	   Rodgers,	   presentaEons	   about	   all	   USG	   organs,	   an	   in-‐depth	  
presentaEon	  about	  how	  iniEaEves	  are	  accomplished,	  and	  a	  discussion	  about	  what	  USG	  members	  
wanted	  to	  accomplish	  this	  term.	  

Clubs of the Month 
Each	  month,	  USG	  awards	  one	  student	  organizaEon	  USG	  Club	  of	  the	  Month	  for	  their	  exemplary	  
work	  improving	  the	  Fordham	  community	  by	  fulfilling	  the	  mission	  of	  their	  club.	  Only	  organizaEons	  
that	   have	   been	   officiated	   through	   the	   club	   approval	   process,	   which	   is	   overseen	   by	   the	   VP	   of	  
OperaEons,	   are	   eligible	   for	   this	   award.	  During	   Fall	   2014,	   FUEMS,	  ASILI,	   and	  Academia	  Hispaña	  
won	  Club	  of	  the	  Month	  for	  September,	  October,	  and	  November,	  respecEvely.	  
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SEXUAL	  MISCONDUCT	  TASK	  FORCE	  RESOLUTION	  
	  

ON	  THE	  SAFETY	  OF	  STUDENTS	  AND	  THE	  PREVENTION	  OF	  SEXUAL	  MISCONDUCT	  
	  	  	  

Finding	  ourselves	  in	  a	  naEonal	  climate	  of	  baSling	  sexual	  misconduct	  and	  assault,	  
specifically	  on	  college	  campuses,	  	  
	  	  
Understanding	  that	  the	  coercion	  and	  violaEon	  of	  an	  individual	  on	  any	  basis,	  but	  
especially	  on	  a	  sexual	  basis,	  is	  to	  be	  considered	  a	  heinous	  and	  despicable	  violaEon	  
of	  the	  innate	  human	  dignity	  of	  each	  person,	  	  
	  	  
Deeply	  conscious	  of	  our	  Catholic,	  Jesuit	  tradiEon,	  the	  defense	  and	  care	  of	  the	  
whole	  person,	  regardless	  of	  any	  modifying	  factors	  such	  as	  gender,	  creed,	  
sexual	  orientaEon,	  or	  race,	  is	  not	  only	  to	  be	  considered	  a	  necessary	  structure	  of	  
social	  contract,	  but	  a	  moral	  imperaEve,	  	  
	  	  
Recognizing	  our	  posiEon	  as	  an	  academic	  insEtuEon,	  we	  note	  that	  knowledge	  has	  
a	  value	  in	  pracEcal	  applicaEon	  when	  in	  the	  employment	  of	  serving	  others.	  We	  
also	  note	  that	  as	  an	  academic	  insEtuEon,	  there	  is	  a	  duty	  to	  provide	  an	  equal	  
opportunity	  for	  those	  who	  are	  the	  survivors	  of	  sexual	  assault	  and	  misconduct,	  	  
	  	  

We	  the	  undersigned	  hereby	  resolve	  to:	  
	  	  
1.	  Seek	  to	  eliminate	  assaults	  on	  and	  off	  our	  campus	  and	  to	  seek	  an	  increase	  
in	  reporEng	  of	  those	  assaults	  which	  do	  occur,	  
	  	  
2.	  Create	  a	  culture	  of	  consent	  through	  educaEon,	  in	  order	  that	  the	  fundamental	  
rights	  of	  each	  person	  are	  protected	  and	  to	  foster	  a	  respect	  for	  the	  human	  person	  
as	  an	  end,	  in-‐and-‐of-‐them	  self.	  
	  	  
3.	  Aim	  to	  ensure	  a	  clear	  and	  precise	  procedure	  of	  reporEng,	  and	  to	  
ulEmately	  relieve	  any	  burdens	  that	  fall	  upon	  those	  who	  have	  been	  the	  recipients	  
of	  injusEce	  and	  that	  all	  parEes	  involved	  have	  their	  rights	  respected	  under	  a	  
fair	  and	  equitable	  system	  of	  determinaEon.	  	  
	  	  



Fordham University  
UNITED STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Support of The New York Gubernatorial Debate at Fordham University  
 

Aware that Fordham University supports an atmosphere of open discussion of ideas; 
 
Acknowledging that Governor Cuomo of the class of 1979, as well as Executive Astorino of the 
class of 1989 are Alumni of our University; 
 
Recognizing that as the Jesuit University of New York, Fordham University occupies an important 
place in the intellectual life of the city it serves; 
 
Mindful that the Governor and his challenger are in need of a neutral environment to debate one 
another openly and honestly, and that the people of the state of New York are deserving of such a 
debate,  
 
We, the United Student Government at Fordham University at Rose Hill: 
I.  Urge The Fordham University Administration to 

 A. Continue its support for a Gubernatorial debate at the University, 
 B. Communicate with the appropriate offices, clubs, and student organizations to 
 organize the logistics of the debate. 

II. Understand that: 
 A.  The involved senators will continue to reach out to the relevant campaigns with 
 an invitation from United Student Government to debate at Rose Hill.   

 
 
This resolution passed ___ by the United Student Government at Rose Hill on _____.   
 
_____________________                                          ____________________________ 
   President Kulangara                                                      Vice-President Skrobala 
 
___________________           _____________________          _________________________         
     Senator Swager                       Senator Roemer                                  Senator Samuelson 



Budget	  Day	  –	  Fall	  2014	  

Academic,	  3.43%	  
Cultural,	  6.49%	  

Performing,	  8.22%	  

PoliEcal	  ,	  0.05%	  

Programming,	  44.46%	  

PublicaEon,	  6.19%	  

Service	  ,	  14.89%	  

Special	  Interest,	  14.34%	  

Student	  Government,	  
1.93%	  

PorEon	  of	  Total	  Allocated	  

StarEng	  amount 	  $413,890.00	   
Total	  requests 	  $759,365.32	   

Referendum	  Requests 	  $288,361.60	   
Referendum	  AllocaEons 	  $278,485.00	   

Total	  Approved	  to	  all	  clubs 	  $420,066.20	   
Total	  Allocated	  to	  all	  clubs 	  $413,872.07	   

Nonreferendum	  starEng 	  $135,405.00	   
Amount	  remaining 	  $	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  17.93	   

Amount	  of	  SancEons 	  $	  	  	  	  6,194.12	   
%	  Allocated	  of	  Requested 55% 



USG	  Budget	  –	  Fall	  2014	  

Category	   Projected	   Actually	  Spent	  	   Remaining	  	  

Club	  Fair	   $850.00	   $1,575.00	   -‐$725.00	  

Club	  Leader	  Social	  (food)	   $500.00	   $500.00	   $0.00	  

The	  Fest	   $1,000.00	   $1,608.25	   -‐$608.25	  

Fest	  Flyers	   $225.00	   $109.50	   $115.50	  

Club	  Show	  Case	  (lights	  and	  sound)	   $1,275.00	   $1,475.00	   -‐$200.00	  

Gaudete	  Sunday	   $650.00	   $500.00	   $150.00	  

ClubLib	   $2,000.00	   $2,000.00	   $0.00	  

DiscreEonary	  spending	   $1,000.00	   $561.81	   $438.19	  

Club	  AllocaEon	   $1,000.00	   $1,000.00	  

Total	   $8,500.00	   $8,329.56	   $170.44	  



USG Community 

Senate and Executive Board 
 
Retreat 

On	  December	  2,	  2011	  USG	  headed	  to	  Goshen	  Retreat	  Center	  for	  a	  weekend	  of	  strategic	  planning	  
and	  team-‐building.	  Fr.	  Florio	  served	  as	  our	  spiritual	  advisor	  and	  chef!	  	  

	  
Senate Pro-Tempore 

In	  October,	  Gabby	  Nastri	  was	  elected	  United	  Student	  Government’s	  Senate	  Pro-‐Tempore.	  For	  the	  
remainder	  of	  the	  school	  year,	  Gabby	  will	  act	  as	  a	  liaison	  between	  the	  execuEve	  board	  and	  the	  
Senate.	  The	  Senate	  Pro-‐Tempore	  is	  responsible	  for	  meeEng	  with	  both	  the	  Senate	  and	  ExecuEve	  
board	  weekly	  to	  discuss	  and	  advise	  iniEaEves.	  Gabby’s	  first	  goal	  is	  to	  establish	  a	  mentoring	  
system	  in	  which	  experienced	  ExecuEve	  Board	  members	  will	  serve	  as	  informal	  advisors	  to	  new	  
Senators	  as	  they	  develop	  and	  pursue	  iniEaEves.	   
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ExecuEve	  President	  
Nevin	  Kulangara	  
nkulangara@fordham.edu	  
	  	  	  	  	  

ExecuEve	  Vice	  President	  
Sarah	  Skrobala	  
sskrobala1@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
President	  Pro	  Tempore	  	  
Anisah	  Assim	  
aassim@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
VP	  OperaEons	  
David	  Araoz	  
daraoz1@fordham.edu	  	  
	  	  
VP	  Finance	  	  
Kara	  Norton	  
knorton4@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
VP	  Student	  Life	  
Ashley	  Domagola	  
adomagola@fordham.edu	  	  
	  	  
VP	  CommunicaEons	  	  
Jennifer	  Lim	  
jlim10@fordham.edu	  
	  	  	  
VP	  Fordham	  College	  
Nicholas	  Sawicki	  
nsawicki@fordham.edu	  
	  	  	  
VP	  Gabelli	  	  
ConstanYne	  Demopoulos	  
cdemopoulos@fordham.edu	  	  
	  	  	  	  
VP	  Health	  &	  Security	  
Harrison	  Pidgeon	  
hpidgeon@fordham.edu

	  	  

2015	  Senate,	  FCRH	  
	  
Domenick	  Lasorsa	  
dlasorsa@fordham.edu	  
	  
KaYe	  Peachman	  
kpeachman@fordham.edu	  
	  
Marisa	  Schmidt	  
mschmidt12@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
2015	  Senate,	  GSB	  
	  
Caroline	  Reichert	  
creichert@fordham.edu	  
	  
Cara	  Jacaruso	  
cjacaruso@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
	  	  
2016	  Senate,	  FCRH	  
	  
Anisah	  Assim	  
aassim@fordham.edu	  
	  
Thomas	  Samuelson	  
tsamuelson1@fordham.edu	  
	  
Alexandra	  Utech	  
autech@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
2016	  Senate,	  GSB	  
	  
Thomas	  Roemer	  
troemer@fordham.edu	  
	  
Evan	  Swager	  
eswager@fordham.edu	  

2017	  Senate,	  FCRH	  
	  
Anna	  Holt	  
aholt3@fordham.edu	  
	  
Charles	  Summers	  
csummers1@fordham.edu	  
	  
SebasYan	  Albrecht	  
salbrecht1@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
2017	  Senate,	  GSB	  
	  
Carter	  Frazee	  
cfrazee@fordham.edu	  
	  
Kevin	  Fulmer	  
kfulmer@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
	  	  
2018	  Senate,	  FCRH	  
	  
Peter	  Vergara	  
pvergara1@fordham.edu	  
	  
Kayla	  Straub	  
kstraub@fordham.edu	  
	  
Kaela	  Palmiter	  
kpalmiter@fordham.edu	  
	  	  
2018	  Senate,	  GSB	  
	  
TJ	  Strazzeri	  
tstrazzeri@fordham.edu	  
	  
ChrisYne	  Phelan	  
cphelan4@fordham.edu	  

A	  special	  thank	  you	  to:	  
•  Our	   wonderful	   2014	   advisors	   Dean	   Alanna	   Nolan	   and	   Sarah	  

Horrax	  of	  OSLCD	  
•  Ross	  Garlick	  for	  the	  photos	  used	  throughout	  this	  report	  
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